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Muktha Jost: Our next speaker is Ms. Tammy Tutt and I would like to invite her to join us this morning.  Ms. Tammy Tutt is a Greensboro resident who was living in Morningside Homes, the Greensboro community where the shootings happened on November 3, 1979.  She was borned and raised in public housing and now is active in the community.  Thank you Ms. Tutt.  And do you have a statement that you would like to share followed by questions?
TT: Yes I do. Can you hear me?  Okay.  First let me say that I give honor to each and every person who is here today, who have pulled away from their busy schedules to dig up these old rocks in order to plant some good seeds on new and fertile ground.  It is indeed with great humility and honor that I am sitting here before you today.  This reflection of the past has been a difficult one and yet it has been good for the heart and soul of the city in my opinion.  I can remember the massacre of November 3, 1979 as if it were yesterday.  I was ten years old and I was a resident of public housing.  I spent time in Morningside with my great aunt who cared for me with my sisters while my mother recovered from a very lengthy illness.  When we woke up on the morning of November 3, 1979, we were very afraid.  Rumors had been circulating even the day before that the Klan was coming and that nobody was safe in the community.  I had a vision in my mind, in my ten year old mind, of people running up and down the streets, shooting at all of us and none of us would be left standing. People in my community knew that something bad was going to happen and would not allow any of the children to go outside and play.  And nobody that had to shop on that day even went out to the grocery store.  Although I will not recall the events of the day because they are all too familiar to us, I would like to say that even as a child I felt so much anger and frustration that something was about to happen, something bigger than what I even knew how to do anything about.  People knew about it and they were so disempowered that they could not join together to bring about a change.  I can remember how it made me feel to watch people  shake their heads at the tv and shake their head at the conversation and walk away instead of shaking their hands and joining their voices and minds and bodies together to impact the next thirty minutes that have now become the next thirty years.  Although since that time I have seen some shifts in the community. Economically we’ve grown.  Socially we’ve grown.  We look like we’re coming out of our shells.  We’re better educated today.  And businesses are definitely growing.  There is a lot of new construction going on in our city.  I can see that as a whole community not many things have changed.  We’re still somewhere in hiding and despite some shifts in our community, we’re not better as a whole in my opinion. In fact, I think we’re worse today than we were all those years ago because now we’ve gone into a hiding that is covered up by things.  We’ve not been able to pull away from things to see what the truth is today.  We’re so suspicious of each other that there is little or no trust in our community.  In my opinion, I feel that this has everything to do with how the surviving members of the CWP have been treated since the massacre.  I think it has everything to do with how well we are able to hear other people’s opinion and their choices and accept them.  I think it has everything to do with how we stereotype races.  I think it has everything to do with how we were angry with the march and hid from the Klan and the police rather than bind[ing] together and not allow such an attack to happen without having them see our position come from our community and in most cases without hearing a word of some sort from our community.  In order to make changes we must address something first and we must find the truth of it.  Not understanding that will decide how and if we can reconcile.
I’ve been asked what are some key areas that should be addressed in order to make things better for my community.  I think we need to address our emotions first.   I think I think what we need to do is we need to stop coming to the table and hiding ourselves and when we come we need to reveal our true selves.  We need to stop hiding behind slogans and religions and groups.  We need to come to the table naked and as everyone else came who was involved in 1979.  I think we need to allow all of ourselves to be broken to the process. I think we need to submit ourselves to the truth.  I think we need to commit to staying with it.  I think we need to commit to hurting together.  I think we need to commit to being angry without torturing ourselves and others for what our opinions and judgments have been over the last 30 years.  I think we need to allow ourselves to flow as people so that healing can flow.  And let people scream as loud as they need to and turn over all the tables that they need to.  And people need to be able to shake their heads as much as they need to as long as they are hearing and accepting the truth.  I think that we’re doing better because we’re at the table.  We’re finally regurgitating a lot of things that have gone on inside.  A lot of years that we’ve eaten that were not good for us that have been poisoning our systems.  Whether we’re fussing and fighting or eating or whatever we’re doing at the table, we’re talking.  Lots of good relationships in my opinion have been lost because people stopped talking. And while we’re listening, we’re doing a lot more because a lot of goodness has been lost from Greensboro because we’ve not been able to listen.  We need to continue in order to encourage.  We need to continue change and we need to let our change be heard in how we carry ourselves and not in the things that we say.  We need to hear the truth without opinions and imposing our opinions on others.  
As an active member in the community, I believe that activism can bring about such changes, but I also believe that I am in my relationships and in my business relationships and in my community one of the strongest leaders because I am able to show people how I have changed rather than just talk about how I have changed.    Through activism, I think that I must expect to find people exactly where they are without finding faults and passing judgments on them.  I must expect to find myself every time I find someone else because I have to know that I am also in the same mess because the same thing that has infected them has also infected me.  Because my fear is that… because of this, my fear is that if we don’t do this that the most visual face in opposition and opinions that will destroy this process will be our own selves.  It will not be the obstacles that people can throw or the things that people can say, but we will become the greatest stumbling block if we don’t commit to the process.  Sometimes getting answers are important, but let us not forget that even more important than finding the answer is understanding the problem is understanding the question.  If we do not understand the question, then the answer is amiss.  In 1979, I felt like the Klan was bigger than everyone.  I still feel that same way today.  I don’t mean the organization itself, but the fear that it brought to us.  The fear that it brought our community.  The fact that we couldn’t go outside and we couldn’t talk to people that were involved makes me feel like that was so much bigger than what we believed about ourselves.  It shows up in us today as a need to save our own selves, as the need to be right, as the need to blame others, as the need to point out our own point of view rather than listen.  But let me say that sometimes when you win you really lose.  And sometime when you lose you actually win.  The quiet don’t worry about the 1979 stuff.  They just sit around and hear other people talk about it and give their opinions.  One of us seems to win if we’re quiet because our family doesn’t die, our friends don’t die, we don’t go to jail, we still have our jobs and houses and cars, etc.  But when we can’t turn to our neighbor, we’ve actually lost.  When our family members are like strangers to us, we’ve actually lost.  We’ve lost when we can’t say what we feel is true without the fear of being cast out or ridiculed or fired upon by our colleagues.  And losing our place in our community…then we’ve actually lost.  I would like to say that today we must lose in order to win.  In 1979, racist people were able to come into a predominantly black community and launch an attack on people who were demonstrating in a peaceful way.  And the community itself did not say a word.  I can still see that happen today.  I see crack houses, violent gun carriers, stores that sell drug paraphernalia, cigarettes sold to children, small grocery stores who sell forty ounces and no grocery or very little grocery, red lining in grocery stores or other businesses, boarding houses that, houses that are boarded up and not rented out.  These are small and present attacks that are going on in communities today.  And still the police are not doing anything.  The city officials are still sitting by.  And the community is not saying a word.  When I call the police and say , “Can you come out and take care of a matter?”  What they usually do is tell me what my part should be in the whole matter.  I’m clear about what my part is and my part is actually inevitable, but where is your presence?  Can I trust you?  Can you come visit me and see me and hear me as a strong black woman and can you stop trying to conform  me and make me what you feel I should be so my community can be right and so I don’t have to call you?  Can you hear me and stop judging me?  Can you please not be my daddy?  I think that we need to have a police review board that consists of grassroots community people, business people, city officials and fellow officers with subpoena power in order to hear the grievances that are going on in the community.  
I want to answer a couple questions and I want to start with the one that asks, “Can you compare the issues of concern and education today for young people in your community to the ones that existed when you were in school?”  And I would like to tell a little story of when I was in school, how I was in high school. I had always been in a predominantly black school and I had always been an a/b student, had done pretty well.  I had had some challenges but people straightened me out however they had to. Called my mama whenever they need to, you know whatever they had to do.  And when I got to a predominantly white school in high school I’ll never forget how the teachers, there were more than three teachers in a year that would say to me, if you just sit back in the class and be quiet, you’ll get an A or you’ll get a B.  That did not allow me the opportunity to ask questions.  That did not allow me the opportunity to want to listen, it didn’t allow me to want to be a part of that class.  It made me sit back there and get a good grade for something that I didn’t work for.  As a result, there was no interaction and because there was no interaction I got tired and some day…one day I just dropped out.  And what happens today is that there are a lot of children who are graded on a scale because of what people have already perceived they can do without even giving them an opportunity to learn.  And so I think that education today is still going the same way.  I think there are children who are getting a good start and getting some good education, but I don’t think they are getting it in school only but they are going other places.  Parents who have good money are paying for good resources and doing other things.  We’re taking too many things out of the school.  We’re taking out of the school the help in the classrooms.  We’ve taken out some of the special ed teachers.  They need to go back.  There are children who are not going to have the money to go out and get special interests after school who can’t take care of other things.  And so I think that’s one of the things that happened then when I was growing up and I think that is something that’s happening today.
The other question is how are we involving our young people in working in the community to improve the life of the community.  I’m not sure of how to answer that.  In my own house I try to work very hard with my children.  I’m a single mom with eight children.  Newly separated and almost divorced, but as a single parent I’ve worked very hard to teach my children how to be responsible for themselves, how to work hard in their schools, how to help the elderly in the community, how to pick up trash, and all the little things that matter in the community, and how not to be a menace to society.  But I know that for other young people, they need training, they need examples and they need someone to help them.  And I think that people who are sitting here, who can be non-judgmental and work toward a process of truth and reconciliation that helps everyone to be affirmed and accounted for is a way of teaching our children how to do this.  And how to be well accounted for as citizens of our community.  

And how much information about November third would I say my community has received from the media?  I think that those of us who were around at that time, we received quite a bit from the media, but even before things happened on November third, even as a child I remember people talking about it as if they knew what was going to happen.  So there were some people who knew because, and I’m not sure where the information came from but because I remember hearing them, I remember knowing that the next day we couldn’t go out, we couldn’t sit by the window, we couldn’t do certain things.  And I’m not sure if the media addressed all of my concerns about my community because I do have quite a few.
I want you to listen to these words that came from the preamble of the Constitution.  It says, “Because we hold these truths to be self evident, that all men, all women, all children, are created equal that they are endowed by their creator with certain inalienable rights and that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness…”  Truth and reconciliation are necessary as we tear down the walls of our past we’re building up the future for our children and our grandchildren.  Without tearing down these walls, without making a change, without coming out of the past and regurgitating all of the poison that has been put inside of us, I have to say that this preamble, the way that it is meant becomes a joke for our children.  I hope that the words I have spoken today are useful and helpful to this process.  Thank you.

MJ: Thank you.  Are you able to take some questions, Ms. Tutt?  You mentioned that before November third, there were several rumors that kept people inside.  And there were also a lot of Morningside residents around at the time, and children too.  So were those the people who I guess didn’t have any idea of the rumors or they hadn’t heard or later maybe when we talked to them, was that your conclusion?  When people who went to the gathering, that they hadn’t heard the rumors that there was going to be violence, that there was going to be Klan coming to the demonstration?

TT: I’m sure that they did not know.  There was several people and my dad is one and worked for the city.  Through the city they had heard several things.  But I would just assume that you would have had to be in that place, in that arena to know what was being said.  But he learned that from one of his friends and I’m not sure where his friend worked, but he came and said it and someone else who worked with him who had not come to work that day said that’s why I didn’t come to work.  I just remember that conversation, but of course I was only ten so I wasn’t old enough to know whether people knew or not but I’m more than certain that if people heard the things that I heard they wouldn’t have shown up there, but that’s just what I believe.

MJ: I want to talk a little bit about your community’s relationship with the police.  If you could tell us if there’s a problem in the community, do you call the police first or if you have a problem with the police, who do they go to or what process do they use.  
TT: Well, the only one that I know of is internal affairs that you can call and let people know if there is a problem.  But, now, I had an experience myself, where I (and this is really getting into my business, but I am going to say this ‘cause it may be helpful), my marriage was filled with violence, and I called the police several times here in Greensboro, and in order for me to get rid of this relationship, one of the things that I had to do was leave Greensboro and go to another city because whenever people came out, I mean they would remove him (or),  but most of the time they would just quote me the law, which may be what they have to do. I’m not sure if that is what they have to do, but if that is all you had to do when I’m telling you that I’m afraid of what’s about to happen or what is happening, I think that the whole process has to be re-thought, and something else has to happen. Now when I’ve called internal affairs in the past, I’ve noticed that what they do is just defend what has already been done.  I never felt like I was being listened to, and I’ve recently called internal affairs for some of the things that I’ve just talked about here on this paper for crack houses and things that I know would not be permitted in their community, and I’ve said to them, “If I came to your community and started a crack house, I can bet you without anybody starting a neighborhood watch, my butt would be out of there. I can promise you that.”   But in my community, I just feel like things are nonchalant.  I just don’t feel like, I mean police presence, it took a while before I even saw it, so I don’t feel like the response in my community has been as good as it needed to be. 

MJ: After November 3rd, you know there were trials and the outcome of the first trial was that it was self defense.  Was there any reaction in your community to that? How did people in your community feel with the outcome of the first trial?    
TT: (Um) I remember the outcome of the first trial and hearing a lot of people say, “They should’ve known that.  They should’ve known nothing was going to happen.”   What I got from, what I brought to me in my adult life, from the events of November 3rd is that when things happen, people really would have rather everybody sat down and just allow things to happen and not even disturb the KKK or anybody else rather than stand up and say anything against them because they didn’t want to have to deal with whatever repercussions they thought they would have to deal with.  And then when things did happen the way they did of course they blamed the people who marched.  But the people who marched were not the people who murdered, you know. And marching and murdering are two different things.  But (applause) you know, but we blame the people who marched as if their footsteps ignited some trigger that shot everybody who was killed, and it is safer to do that because then you save yourself.  Now you’re not subject to ridicule, now you’re not subject to being a cast out or losing your house or whatever.  And so when it happened, people who were powerless, in my opinion, said “Well they should’ve known that” you know, “That was going to happen.  That was inevitable.”  In my view, if you know that that’s inevitable and that’s what’s going to happen I say today, and I’ve always said, my momma always told me that my mouth was going to get me in a lot of trouble, but even to this day, you stand up and you say something.  You deal with it.  You don’t let it happen the way it has to happen just because you may be the only one who is saying something at that moment.  That’s just what I believe.  

MJ: You also mentioned that about your school experiences in the classroom, not getting the instruction or not getting the education that you were going to school for.  And you also mentioned that you have 8 children.   What is the quality of the education that they are receiving?  

TT: The education that my children are receiving, in my opinion, is a lot stronger than what I received.  First of all, I’ve been able to watch my children have teachers who care a lot more about their education than I have.  Second of all, I became active on the PTA board before my first child was even old enough to go to school, you know.  I was already at the PTA meetings and she was not even in Pre-K, because I learned that that was a better way to learn about the school and begin to effect change.  So, and then I became community…involved in community activism because of my children.  So, my mother was always sick, and was not able to come out and do as much.   I have been very active as far as my children’s education is concerned.  But let me just pull away from my own children and say that for them it’s good, but I’ve seen some children who didn’t have a parent come to school, whose parent didn’t know what to say, whose parent did not know that she should have been on the PTA board before the children ever got to school, whose children are treated any kind of way, and teachers who tell me about why they did ‘em that way.   So, while my children I think are having a better educational experience I have to say that I’m driving it in some sense.  But for children as a whole, it just ain’t right.  It’s not being done the way it needs to be done, and a lot of children are falling through the cracks.  And let me also say that we are trying to teach our children too fast.  We have to make allowance and space for children who are not getting extra help in the summer and other times because economical reasons or there’s no school program.  While I’m talking maybe the county commissioner are listening to me and the city council, stop taking so much money out of these schools.  (Applause) Leave that money in there.  And if we can pay your cell phone bill surely we can pay for somebody to come and help the teachers.  We really can do that.  That’s just a little extra. (Laughter) 

MJ:  I did mean to ask you generally in your community the kind of education that young people were receiving, and do you feel confident that these children can grow up and compete in the market for jobs?
TT:  There will absolutely be some children who can grow up, and compete in the markets for jobs, but there are also going to be some children who will compete for prison space, some children who will compete for a spot in the cemetery because they are still falling through the cracks.  I can’t sit here and say that anything is good when so many of our children are falling.  I just can’t do it.  So, I mean…and I’ve said it the best I know how.  

MJ: Thank you.  Do the other commissioners have any questions?  Do you have anything…Would you like to add anything else?  

TT: Let me just say since I like to talk and I have just a second; Let me just say that I am thankful for all the things that I’ve heard here at the hearings for the last couple of days.  And I think that this is a very hard process and I think that this is a very tedious one, but I think that it is necessary that people come to the table and just start regurgitating.  If you can’t do anything after you regurgitate but lay down, just regurgitate.  Get it all out of there.  Deal with it, and go on because the more we move, the better off we’ll be.  That’s all I wanna say.
MJ (Commissioners): Thank You (Applause) 

