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MS:  Thank you my thanks to the commissioners and those folks who have set up this chance to revisit once again the events of Nov. 3rd and subsequent to them  its good to see many old friends that I haven’t seen for awhile.

My name is Mab Segrest and I am currently a professor of gender and women studies at Connecticut college in New London which makes me almost a Yankee for the past three years or as close as I can get.  Where I chair that department.  Um, but most I think applicable to this enterprise in the 1980’s I did serve as a founding member of   North Carolinians against racist and religious violence, which is a non profit organization put in place in 1983 to deal with the resurgence of Neo-Nazi and hate violence that had made this state the worst in the united states according the national monitoring agencies such as the national anti Klan network, which became center for democratic renewal and Klan Watch.  I worked with NCAR as coordinator then director of research and publications until 1990 and then I wrote a book called memoir of a race trader that documented and reflected on that work. In other words what connects me most to Nov 3rd is its aftermath.  A sharp up surge in far right activity and hate violence and my own decision when I was 34 to take an active role in opposing it, which had a profound affect on the course of my life.  So I am a little bit out of sequence, but I also think that any event like Nov the 3rd in a complicated one and the narrative is not going to be linear. So I trust our ability to kinda move back and forth in time.  And my um, position at Connecticut College now has given me a chance to teach a new generation of young people, and to look back really at the events of the late 70s and early 80s and really over my lifetime and try and get a clearer understanding of those kind of national and global forces that do help to shape localities all over the county, so, um, at the beginning of this summer when I came home, to Durham, where I still live from ah, college, um, I had a chance to start thinking about this because the week before I arrived back in Durham there had been three cross burnings in two hours and there was a huge unity rally, 800 people came. Um, it felt a little bit like the old days and a lot like the new days too.  Um, and I did a statement there that kinda helped me to start thinking again back over this territory.  I was not a direct participant in the events leading up to the attacks on demonstrators in Greensboro that morning.  I can remember the shock of hearing about those attacks that evening at a lesbian potluck in Durham, and there were lots of meetings in Durham during those years, which many of us really loved about that place.  If Durham had a few more meetings we would probably be a little better off today.  I grew up in Alabama in the 1950’s and 1960’s.  I knew that my grandfather had been in the Klan.  One of  my own relatives had shot and killed a SNCC workers in Tuskegee Sammy Young in 1965.  What had scared me as a child and adolescent was the realization that these overt acts of violence were part of my larger patterns of conscious and unconscious complicity built into the system and the self.  I left Alabama for graduate school at Duke in 1971.  I came out as a lesbian about five years later.  And by the end of the decade was beginning to come to terms will all of that history and my relationship to it.  So I had considered going over to Greensboro for the rally that morning as part of this history and that effort.  That evening when I heard about the attacks I one of those could have been me moments.  These days post 9-11 we are very politicized about terrorism.   Enough to fight terrifying wars that oppose it.  Well I was terrified that evening by events which were captured so vividly by television reporters in scenes that replayed and then by the failure by any jury in this state to find anyone guilty of anything.  Which was familiar response to me from my childhood in Alabama.  In fact my own uncle, Marvin Segrest, whose dead so I’ll mention his name, he won’t sue me, was not convicted for the shooting in the back of the head of Sammy young in 1965.  Although I attended the February march in Greensboro, I think it was 1980 following the shootings, I was not directly involved in responding the hate violence in North Carolina at the time.  But by 1983 I did respond to community meetings called by the national anti-Klan network and local organizers.  I increasingly got in involved and was hired at the coordinator when we put NCAR in place to deal with what we documented as a huge up surge in hate group activity and hate violence not immediately prior to, but especially following Nov 3rd.  In fact one of our first public events was a press conference to release a report on incidents from 1979 to 1983 in North Carolina.  140 plus of them as I recall from murder and assault, to vandalism.  And at the time, part of this documentation we collected from a clipping service and we would get these little clippings from all these county newspapers from uh, all over the state.  And they would say, Cross burning in X county, and typically quote the sheriff as saying either it was an isolated incident, or it was a prank.  But we figured that 140 incidents are no longer isolated and this is really not funny to the people its happening to.  And so we were able to begin to put together some of this material and start to show patterns and try to really rally people, as many people had tried to do subsequent to that.    Now at NCARV we talked, saw two causal factors in this sharp increase in hate activity which had made North Carolina the worst state in the country for far right activity and hate violence by 1983.  One was the result of a criminal justice system to bring anyone to accountable for these events that had left 5 people dead.  And this sent a pretty powerful message that other organizing of this type would probably be permitted.  And then the second factor the Nov 3rd attacks were part of a shift towards the right in national politics and  a global restructuring in our economy that was sending North Carolina jobs over boarders and over seas where newly emerging multi-national corporations were in search of cheaper labor forces and fewer labor and environmental restrictions.  Both of those things, emerging then.  25 years later we can look back and see a larger kinda arc I think for which some of those North Carolina events were  um, partially, um, implicated in.  Now in terms of the up surge in far right activity, ah, in organizing, what NCARV documented and countered was an upsurge in hate activity in the wake of these attacks and the absence of any, um, criminal convictions because of them.  Event by event local press clippings from county papers showed that public officials had often responded to these with kind of dismissal.  The national Anti-Klan network had begun to hear from victims from different parts of the state and Durham county.  Hate groups had burned a cross on the lawn of  Paul and Lauren Martin an interracial couple.  Down in Moore county Neo Nazi Special forces showed up on the doorstep of a black prison guard who was seeking promotion in the Moore county correctional unit.  Over in Lee county a Klan group had burned a cross on the lawn of a black minister who had most recently protested the Klan’s presence in the local jail where they had offered to bond out a black man who was accused of raping a white woman.  These turned out to be different groups as our activities progressed.  In Statesville it was the White Knights of Liberty, In Moore county the white patriot party, um, and at NCARV we worked to document this resurgence and its effects.  And to coordinate citizens efforts to pressure local officials to respond.  We were helped in this enterprise because hate groups in the 1980s were increasingly revolutionary.  They targeted law enforcement officers, lawyers, judges, and even president Reagan whom they saw as presiding over a Zionist occupational government, which was kind of hard to understand for some of those, how anybody could see that but they did.  There were major prosecutions for the white knights of liberty, for attacks on interracial couples that resulted in convictions.  And for the white patriot party for weapons, paramilitary organizing, but unsuccessfully for multiple murders in Shelby North Carolina.  And just to give you a flavor of those days, I pulled a quote from, um, one of the Klan leaders back then, who went underground and called for a racial uprising.  He said, “I warned those SOBs, I always said that once we had one thousand white men in uniforms marching in the streets on a regular basis that the masses of our people would flood into our ranks and join with us.  The federal dogs and their Jew masters knew this too and refused to allow it.  All five thousand white patriots are now honor bound and duty bound to pick up the sword and do battle against the forces of evil.  In the name of our Arian god, through his beloved son I, now this sixth day of April, do declare total war.  I ask for no quarter, I will give none.  I declare war against niggers, Jews, queers, assorted mongrels, white race traitors, and despicable informants.  We white patriots will now begin to rage this war and it will spread gloriously throughout the nation.  And so fellow Arian warriors, strike now.”  Um, I did not spend the night at my house the night after this came out.  This particular guy did end up in jail for a little while, I would be curious to know where he is right now.  One measure of our success was a statement by US attorney Sam Currin, appointed by Jesse Helms to the federal bench.  Um, at the end of a good bit of white patriot party activity he said, “A year ago when the white patriot party was marching through cities and towns of North Carolina and conducting paramilitary training in the countryside, nothing was being done about it.  Not much condemnation of their activity and no prosecution.  A mentality developed among the white patriot party members, they could do anything that they wanted to do.  They just thought they were immune from the law and nothing would ever be done to them.  They operated basically at will and they rose to prominence very quickly.” This is Sam Currin, US attorney.  

Now the other factor that we felt was happening was structural shifts in the economy.  That we have seen more in this kind of cold war, post cold war climate of the past 20, 25 years.  Attitudes towards hate violence in the eighties were shaped by cold war antagonism. Uh, many of us thought it was red baiting of the communist workers party, whose friends were killed in the attacks in Greensboro that helped to create the permissible climate for the Klan to grow.  Hate violence in North Carolina was fed by structural shifts in the economy as increasingly powerful transnational corporations sent jobs overseas.  Restructuring themselves these corporations restructured into huge multinationals so that now fifty one of the largest one hundred economies in the globe were corporations.  That was happening then.  Union jobs had fallen from 34% to 14% of the US economy US jobs between 1955 and 1998 and union jobs pay generally 1/3 more than nonunion jobs. So the wages have really fallen.  This process of capitol flight especially devastated North Carolina’s sunset industries such as furniture, textiles, tobacco.  Most recently the News and Observer this morning reports a loss of 65,000 textile jobs in North Carolina since January of 2001.  And the industry is bracing for another shock as Chinese workers more fully enter the global economy.  Within the US over the past 50 years that servant sector has grown from 50 to 80% of jobs.  The largest cooperation is not US still, but Microsoft.  And in the United States we have declined from 35% of the worlds manufacturing, to 15%.  What was happening with the organizing in textile mills here on both sides of the political spectrum is part of this much larger pattern that has emerged since then.  In the 1980’s we also fought against and mourned the shredding of the social safety net as the Reagan administration slashed programs that protected the structurally vulnerable, even at the shifts in the economy made us into contingent workers.  And I think that this is part of an explanation for um, the conditions here in this community that um, Miss Codes was describing.  And I think in many ways they have gotten worse, its not just that they are the same.  


Federal aid to cities was cut from 400 billion dollars in 1980 to 21 billion in 1992.  Housing cut from 32 billion in 1981 to 6 billion in 1989.  Hug units cut from 183,000 in 1980 to 20,000 in 1989.  It was a tragic decade and many of its elements were present in Greensboro.  In 1989, 1979.  


And what I’ve told my students too is that you have got to realize that this is really mean, this is mean, when you are not only making work much more contingent, wages lower, part time work, no benefits, you would think then, if you were gonna do that you would need to make the social safety new by the government stronger.  When people fall out of this other thing they may get caught somewhere.  But when you cut the social  safety net for this state and you make work this vulnerable then you got a mean system going on.  

This process, which its advocates call neo-liberalism, is marked by cuts in social welfare and increases in spending for the military.  And it continues to undermine our economy and our social fabric widening the gap between rich and poor and increasing the density of both poverty and wealth.  And in fact in 1948 the ratio of richest to poorest country was 6 to 1 by the 21st century it was over 20 to 1.  It gives us a much more complex racial terrain because it has brought increasing numbers of immigrants from Latin America into our communities as their homes have been destabilized by rapid and exploitive economic changes.  In this new economy of information and service by some estimates only 20% of the jobs would be ones that any of us would want the remaining 80% drawing on the very new but very old model of servitude.  


Finally I think Nov 3rd attacks occurred in the climates of this cold war red baiting, anti-communist demonizing, and today I think that cold war paradigm has morphed over on to the war on terror.  It’s costing us 300 billion dollars that I don’t think we have, um, based on a bunch of lies.  And all this stuff I think, we can look back on that now having seen things shift and change, stay the same, but not the same.  Plus get a clearer, and in some ways a more compassionate, um sense of, um, what was documented to be the white knights of liberty.  And I really talk about it extensively with a lot of detail of its quite, you know, its, um, anyways, it’s legally documented, look at that.  Um shooting into people’s homes, nothing had been done about it.  Klan marching in the community.  Many of the law enforcement not seeing the link between Klan marching in the community and this series of attacks on interracial couples, it really had a lot of finger prints of that kind of activity.  Um, with uh, down in, Moore County these guys were prison guards and they were trying to um, ah, get promoted within the prison system to sergeant and were getting some opposition it turned out from some of the other folks they were working with in the prison who ended up on their doorstep there.  And that were harassed over a series of time.  Um, there were, um, there was one community where there had been this whole struggle around the election of the board of education between black and white community.  With black community wanting to get control of the committee because it was mainly their children who were being taught in public schools.  And the Klan had marched through that community the week before, and um, this guy, this black guy was kidnapped and killed by a white person in this community.  He was later apprehended for it.  His body was found the morning of the election.  Fewer black people came out for that election and they uh, lost the election.  There were marched all through durham and uh, I mean just all across the state.    And we also documented a pretty high relationship between the counties were there was active Klan organizing and where there was hate violence.  And there is lots of that documentation.  I think we, I am really proud of all that work.  But um, I can remember one uh, afternoon some county to the south of here, they kind of blur at this point but my co worker Christina Davidson and I had gone to investigate a cross burning and law enforcement had just left it in this ditch.  So it was made out of these  big old tires were, like RR tires where its got that kind of resin in them, so their kind of black and I got down in the ditch and like pulled this cross out and put it in the yard and called up the sheriff  and said you know we think that there’s probably evidence and you’ve left it in the ditch, but maybe you should come and like pick it up now, so um, but, so with a lot of encouragement though, there were these state prosecutions and federal prosecutions and it took people a long time to get this on the radar screen.  It took a lot of people in local communities all across the state saying “we can see now that this is a problem here.”  And when we would go into these communities they would be scared of us cause we were outside agitators and goodness knows what can happen cause people had scene what had happened in Greensboro.  Um, and so it took a long time to break down, we had to work very carefully, it took a long time to break down that level of fear so that citizens from all walks of life could really come forward and denounce this level of violence and hatred in their communities. And it eventually happened by 1988 and I think that it’s uh, I think it’s turned out to be a good record for them.  

BP- Do you think that some of these uh, factors for increased hate violence are present today?

MS- Yeah I mean the economy is still moving wildly in two different directions.  There’s people at the bottom getting left out on getting to scrap over and getting blamed for other kinds of structural shifts.  Certainly when we were being, all this war on terror, is, um, racializing Arab and Muslim communities and um, leading to upsurges in attacks on and retributive attacks there, um, lots of stuff still going on.  Certainly prejudice has against lesbian and gay communities with all this marriage stuff is getting formed around a different set of organizing, but its quite real in a lot of times so.
MJ- To what extent do you think local as well as mainstream report on these hate crimes?  In your research?

MS- I think its probably uneven.  I think a lot of times really good local reporters can really make a big difference.  In how to cover a story, and not sweeping it under the rug.  I know that when these cross burnings happened in Durham people really jumped on it right away, not to sweep it under the rug, but to really air what was going on in the community and in terms of various kinds of racial tension especially school board in Durham.  And how it might be related to that um, that’s been covered thoroughly so it varies from town to town.  Um, I felt like the Charlotte Observer did excellent reporting in following the white patriot party.  And what was going on nationally with the Nazification of Klan groups.  Um, in helping to uh, alert folks there, so uh, good journalists, good reporters, good TV people can really make a big difference.  

CB- Can you say a little bit about that in terms of the 60’s and 70’s and particularly the period when you were doing the documentation.  What role was the media playing in terms of kinds on incidents that you all were um, documenting.

MS-Well in the late its eighties, in the 60’s I was in high school. Going into college, so I was like keeping my head low.  Um, it was these little clippings that we were beginning to get information on, very poor response there.  Like I say the Charlotte Observer did a good job I felt like in the resurgence in Klan groups and some of the documentation.  Because once the Klan guys, once there had been federal pressure, and prosecution, once there had been pressure on the justice department, federal justice department, to prosecute Klan folks and get some of the them to start telling on other people comes into court and testimony then is public knowledge its really important at that point for journalist to come in and give that story.  And two once something is a public record, that anybody can quote it without getting sued for anything I mean it really is public record so you go and you get a testimony and all that kind of stuff.  The narrative started emerging more at that point and um, ah, and I feel like something like the major dailies and I think that the charlotte observer was much more ahead of the game for instance instead of the News and Record and I didn’t keep up with the Greensboro, I mean, Greensboro papers as much for those kind of stories.  
BP- Thank you Dr. Segrest. 

