The Selection Process

Commissioners were selected by the following process:
1. Creation of Selection Panel
In order to make the selection of the Commissioners the most democratic process and community-wide initiative possible, the Greensboro Truth and Community Reconciliation Project (GTCRP) invited the following community groups to each appoint one person to the Selection Panel.  This panel was formed three months after the public announcement of the Mandate for the Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  The Selection Panel was formed to consider nominations from the entire Greensboro community and to choose from those nominations the seven Commissioners.  

The following groups were chosen because they reflect the broad range of interests in this community. It was hoped that all residents of Greensboro could feel represented by at least one of these groups.  
· Chairs of the student bodies (Bennett College, Greensboro College, Greensboro Technical Community College, Guilford College, North Carolina Agricultural & Technical State University, and the University of North Carolina at Greensboro)
· Chamber of Commerce
· Chancellors and Presidents of the six major colleges and universities of Greensboro

· Council of Community Organizations

· Greensboro Police Officers Association

· Greensboro Truth and Community Reconciliation Project (GTCRP)

· Guilford County Democratic Party

· Guilford County Republican Party

· Mayor of Greensboro

· NAACP

· National Conference for Community and Justice (NCCJ)

· The Jewish community

· The Muslim community

· The Pulpit Forum / African American Churches

· The Sons of Confederate Veterans and the Daughters of the Confederacy

· Traditional Protestant, Catholic, and Independent churches

· Triad Central Labor Council

Of these groups, fourteen chose to appoint a member to the Selection Panel.

	Appointing Group/Individual
	Selection Panel Representative

	Chairs of the Student Bodies
	Dara Edelman

	Chancellors and Presidents
	Linda Brown

	Greensboro Neighborhood Congress
	Dorothy Brown

	Greensboro Truth and Community Reconciliation Project
	Edward Whitfield

	Guilford County Democratic Party
	George Hines

	Guilford County Republican Party
	Curtis Douglas

	Jewish Community
	Sylvia Berkelhammer

	Mayor of Greensboro
	Judge Lawrence McSwain

	Muslim Community
	Badi Ali

	NAACP
	Viola Fuller

	NCCJ
	Steve Simpson

	Pulpit Forum
	Rev. Eric Griffin

	Triad Central Labor Council
	Donny Brown

	Community Representative
	Bishop Woodrow Dawkins


As requested in the “Selection Process for the Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Commission,” written and approved by the Greensboro Truth and Community Reconciliation Project Local Task Force and the National Advisory Committee, and published in the Greensboro News & Record on May 6, 2003, the Selection Panel appointed its own Chairperson, Judge Lawrence McSwain, and worked independently and free of any outside influence.  
 2. Nomination and Selection Process for Commissioners
Once the Mandate was released in May 2003, a call for commissioner nominations from all Greensboro residents was sent out.  Any resident of Greensboro or the immediate area was free to nominate any person according to the criteria set out in the Mandate.  Over the next three months, sixty seven nominations were collected.  Each nomination was accompanied by a brief statement articulating who the nominee was and why he or she was nominated.  The Selection Panel asked each nominee to complete an application to inform the panel’s deliberations. 

Acting independently, the Selection Panel created guidelines for processing the nominations and worked within the parameters of the Mandate to appoint seven commissioners to best serve the Commission.  Racial, socio-economic, religious, and sexual diversity were given strong consideration in the selection of the commissioners.

Decisions within the panel were attempted by consensus, and failing that, by vote.  There was a required two thirds majority of the panel membership for the selection of the commissioners after the interviewing of a short list of potential commissioners.  The panel’s deliberations were closed to the public and media, but the panel members were encouraged to record some general lessons learned and procedures followed in the selection process.   

The panel made its final selections in May 2004, and the Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Commission was sworn in on June 12, 2004, with over 500 supporters in attendance. Congressman Mel Watt, Judge Lawrence McSwain, and former Greensboro Mayor Carolyn Allen presided over the ceremonies.

The Commissioners selected their own chairpersons who are Cynthia Brown and Bob Peters.
