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Pat: We would like to ask Dr. Sally Bermanzohn to come forward.  

Dr. Bermanzohn was the labor organizer in the Duke Hospital cafeteria through the late 70's and a key leader of the Workers Viewpoint Organization.  She was present at the demonstration and was pregnant with her second child.  Her husband Paul was critically wounded in Greensboro on November 3,1979.  She is a professor at Brooklyn College CUNY and author of the book Through a Survivor’s Eyes.  Currently she is writing a book on domestic terrorism and the Ku Klux Klan. Dr. Bermanzohn, could you say whatever you want to the commission to address the topic this evening: What happened on and after November 3, 1979?

SB:  Thank you.  Can you hear me?

I am going to speak to three points, including my memory, my own personal memory of November 3, and also to what we know were police actions in the hours before 11:23 on November 3, and, third, to why we did not testify in the first trial.  Before I begin, I have to say that sitting here listening to the testimony so far today has been a really interesting experience. And I wanted to respond to a couple of things that were said. 

One has to do with assembly points...where we were having/holding our demonstrations.  We put out in early October, just about a month before the November 3 demonstration, we put out a flyer. That happens to be in the book that I wrote, and also in the video tape it says clearly on it that people would assemble at the Windsor Community Center, starting at 11:00am on November 3.  The Windsor Community Center was accessible to people who were coming from out of town or people who did not know the back streets of Greensboro.  So that came out a full month before the November 3 demonstration. [“Amen” from a listener]  Several weeks later Nelson Johnson applied for a parade permit after we had worked out exactly where we were gonna march.  And we were actually going to begin the march a half mile away at Carver and Everett Streets in the Morningside community, so that we could....  And we were planning to march into a number of communities, where people would be assembling, where people would meet us, where we would have been passing out leaflets.  So, we were totally up front and honest with the Greensboro police department about.... We could not have been more public and more honest about what our plans were for this march, and where we were beginning.  It is very common...any of you who have been to demonstrations... it is very common to have more than one assembly point, and that’s what we were doing.  We were communicating that with the police, and expecting them to do their job in protecting the demonstration.

_____   

I also wanted to just say that people have asked about the “Death To the Klan” slogan which was the slogan on the flyer. That slogan has been around for a long time, as long as the Klan has been killing people.  It has reappeared at various demonstrations through the years.  It was chanted at China Grove.  I remember hearing community people in China Grove chanting that.  I also–since this has been such a sensitive subject in the years, the 26 years, since that time–I have noticed “death to” slogans at a number of other demonstrations I have personally attended: including death to budget cuts, death to police brutality, death to apartheid, death to Nazis, etc.  However... I have always shuttered when I’ve seen those placards, carried usually by young, enthusiastic demonstrators, given our experience...; however, that is...it’s just NOT an action plan.  It’s just a slogan that people have, that’s taken various forms for many, many years by many, many demonstrators.

OK.  My personal memory of November 3.  I really appreciated Wade Cavin’s and Candy Cage’s testimonies today, because they really captured just how traumatic, how horrible that experience was.  And, so, this is my post traumatic stress syndrome.  This is my flashback that goes through my mind.  I think for all of you who were here and saw the video tape, what I saw was very much captured by much on the video tape, but here it is through my eyes.

I was standing on the corner of Everitt Street, not far from Carver Street.  I am talking to Michael Nathan....He’s a doctor. We are talking about the first aid car. 

Cynthia: Excuse me, Dr. Bermanzohn.  I’m sorry.  I have to share this with you.  I want to apologize, because after all this time of trying to get people to speak directly...you are a little too close, because there is a little feedback.

SB: I have never had the problem of speaking too quietly.  Is this better?

So, I was talking to Mike Nathan about first aid.  And this was heavy, because he and I had been married and had been divorced for about five years by then.  We were becoming friends again. And so we were talking about.... He was going to drive the first aid car behind the demonstration, and we were talking about looking out for people who were elderly or who were having physical problems and didn’t want to walk the whole way.  All of a sudden....There was music going on (you could see that in the video).  And there were people preparing, just getting ready for the demonstration.  Suddenly there was this group of cars that just drove up.  Exactly what you saw on videotape.  I didn’t know who it was.  None of us did.  It was just suddenly a group of cars, and like, one of them, maybe the third car, the license plate was a Confederate flag, and that is when I knew that was the Klan. The people that I saw in the cars started shouting at me (I was right there on the street), and they were shouting at us, “You niggers, you nigger lovers, you kites.”  They were really cursing at us.  And I just kept hoping they would just drive through.  I think you can see on the videotape that basically we were stunned.  There were a few people who maybe, you know, were angry and kicking the cars and stuff.  But for the most part we were just sort of surprised.  I wanted them to keep on moving.  Then I heard a shot and looked up front and saw the man reaching out and pointing a gun into the air, out of one of the lead cars.  As soon as that happened, most people just started taking cover.

I crouched down between two cars.  I remember seeing Mike run back.  We were running away from the single shot, at the front of the caravan.  AWAY from it.  I was crouched down.  I remember seeing Mike run back.  I thought to myself, “Should I run back?”  But I just decided “I’m gonna stay here.”  And the thing is, that people were running AWAY from the first shot or two shots, but they were actually running TOWARDS where most of the guns were.  They didn’t know that, but they were actually....  Mike was running TOWARDS where most of the guns were.  I was crouched.  Then I started hearing bang, bang, bang-bang-bang--bang! You know, shot after shot after shot.  And at a certain point...and I’m all focused. I think it is all coming from the front of the caravan.  But at a certain point, I looked back.  And I saw a man, very calm, (you can see him in the videotape as well),cigarette dangling out of his mouth, very calm, not afraid of anything, taking careful aim at what I realized was the demonstrators. [Later I see photographs of the man: it is Roland Wayne Wood.  I realized...I could see I was in his line of fire, or would be, if he methodically kept shooting, so I ran across the street where Wade Cavin was, and where most of the videotape was taken from.  And crouched there.  Then I saw Cesar.  Now Cesar Cause was a really....  He and I worked for years at Duke Hospital, organizing unions, trying to bring the union in there.  He was my buddy.  We had been through his romance with Floris, and his marriage, and everything.  I mean, he was like my little brother.  He was lying on his chest in the most strange position, and I knew he was hurt, and  I wanted to run to him; I wanted to help him, but there were still people standing between me and him, shooting.  And it seemed forever.  And then, finally, they very calmly put their guns back in the car and, finally, drove off.  Then I ran over to Cesar. [Alan, another demonstrator, and I turn him over. And at first I thought he was alive, because I heard breath.  But then that breath just kept coming out, and out, and out and I started yelling for doctors.  We had all these doctors, Jim and Paul.  And then I looked around, and there I saw Paul.  Paul was in a crumpled heap, lying next to the building, about 20 feet from where Cesar was.  And I ran up to Paul, and his head–this was my husband, the father of my child and a second child on the way–he had a gunshot wound shot right in his head, bleeding from it.  He was also bleeding from his arm.  I was, like, “What do I do?”  I just didn’t know what to do. I put a tourniquet, sort of, on his arm.  I didn’t know if that was the right thing to do or not.  Then I saw Jim, lying, and I saw Nelson and then Signe, near Jim.  Then Nelson came up to me and said, “Jim is gone.”  I said, “No, he is right there.”  He said, “He’s dead.”  I just couldn’t believe it.  It was....  I went numb.  Then Tom Clark came up and said, “Sandi’s dead.  Bill’s dead.  Mike has his head half blown off.”  I just went numb.  Everything was distant.  It was awful....  Anyway, that is a flashback that I relive all the time.  ALL the time.  I love the fact that you have the chime [silence] for 88 seconds, but I ALWAYS relive that, that flashback. 

_______

OK. What I want to do now is, I want to focus on what we know through trial testimony and police reports, that they made...many... about what the police were doing in the hours and minutes before this massacre. And I appreciate the fact that we’ve had three police officers sit here and tell their stories.  I think that....  I really applaud them for doing that.  The problem I have is that they were all patrol officers in 1979, all lower level officers, not the decision makers.  I do not have a problem with lower level officers who were carrying out what they were commanded to do.  My problem is with the commands and the decisions that were made. And that’s what I want to speak to.

The police had a Klansman on their payroll.  Edward Dawson, a KKK member for many years, and a longtime FBI informant, and on the Greensboro payroll in the weeks and months leading up to November 3.  There have to be a lot of questions to be asked about Eddie Dawson, because he, in fact, organized and led this anti-Klan demonstration under, seemingly, in his own testimony, under the direction of the Greensboro police department. And he told everybody what he was doing, and that they were bringing guns, and that there was going to be violence.  And he told it to the FBI, told it to the Greensboro police department We need to get... that needs to come out in this commission’s work.  Eddie Dawson, unfortunately, died.  It’s hard for me to be, you know, giving a plug for Eddie Dawson, but.....  He died a little over a year ago, I believe.  Before then he really talked about his side, his story of what  happened. I really think his interviews with PBS, the Front Line Program and also Emily Mann who interviewed him extensively.... ( It was a taped interview; there is a transcript of it.) I really think hat needs to be taken into consideration in terms of trying to figure out what was going on.. 

_______

So it is November 3, and we are getting ready for what we assume is a demonstration like we had done for hundreds of times for years, as civil rights  and anti-war activists.  We had been demonstrating for a long time.  We assumed the whole time that this was a march that we had police permit for, that would be protected by the Greensboro police department.  That was our assumption.  So, what was the Greensboro police department doing in those hours and moments?  This is what we know.

Pre-dawn, November 3: 

Klansman Eddie Dawson, Greensboro police department informant, former FBI informant, and Imperial Wizard Virgil Griffin, who under testimony and questioning admitted he had done this, and two other Klansmen drove the route of our march.  How did they know the route of our march?  Because the Greensboro police department had given Eddie Dawson a copy of it on the same day they issued it to us. 

7:30 in the morning, November 3:

Eddie Dawson called the Greensboro police department Detective Cooper, who was his intelligence officer, his handler, to report that men and guns are arriving at the Klan’s meeting place, which is a house on Randleman Road.  Officer Cooper gave Dawson the phone number of his unmarked police car.

9:00am, November 3:

At the Klan house on Randleman Road, Klansmen and Nazis continued to arrive--a 

yellow van came from Lincolnton, a blue Fairlane from Winston-Salem.  Eddie Dawson was in charge, and kept looking at this watch.  That’s according to the Klansmen who were there, testifying in trial testimony.

9:30am:

Greensboro police department Detective Cooper and Sergeant Tracy Burke watched the house on Randleman Road from an unmarked police car across the street.  Cooper counted “about ten” cars at the house.  Eddie Dawson called Office Cooper’s car phone (so they’re looking at each other and talking on the phone to each other), and Dawson reported that “thirteen, fourteen, or fifteen” people had arrived, with “enough guns so it looked like the Klan and Nazis are prepared for war.”

9:45am:

Officers Cooper and Burke left Randleman Road and drove to the GPD station to attend a briefing.  (This is according to the police’s own administrative report.)

10:00am, Greensboro Police Department:

Cooper and Burke met with their commanding officers, Lt. Spoon and Lt. Daughtry, and other officers responsible for protecting the march.  Cooper reported that men with guns were gathering at a Klansman’s house on Randleman Road.

Now, our experience of demonstrations is that the assembly time, period, is a very sensitive time, and it is when the police are always there in full force.  That has been my experience before November 3 and since that time.  The assembly point is the time when you always have this police presence.  Yet at the briefing that morning, this briefing being held at 10:00, the commanding officers told the cops–who were responsible for protecting the march-- to take a lunch break from 11:00 - 11:30am.  Thus, they completely removed them from the assembly time.

10:30am, back to Morningside Homes:

That’s when Paul and I , approximately, arrived at Morningside Homes, and we parked near the corner of Carver and Everitt..  Nelson was there.  There were other friends there.  People started gathering.  I think Wade Caven described that accurately.  It was a festive occasion.  We were socializing with each other, people were singing..  We were preparing, you know, just getting ready.  We were gathering  for what we thought would be a nice march.  A pleasant period right then.

10:55am, Randleman Road: 

Eddie Dawson urged the Klansmen and Nazis to get started, reminding them that the demonstrators would begin assembling at 11:00.  Men grabbed guns, got in cars, lined up in a caravan.  Officer Cooper and a police photographer observed this.

10:57am, Morningside Homes:

This is very important, and it has not yet come out today.  But this came out in the civil trial in a sworn statement. Officer April Wise and her partner were investigating a domestic dispute in Morningside Homes, a block away from Carver and Everitt.  They received the following command from the GPD over their police radio: “Clear the area as soon as possible.”  Officer Wise made a statement, that was part of the evidence at the civil trial, that she thought this directive to leave Morningside was “unusual because it was unexplained.” It was corroborated by somebody else who heard the police radio pull April Wise and the other officer out of the neighborhood.

11:00am, Greensboro Police Department:

The two police tactical squads responsible for protecting the march were sent to lunch.  At Randleman Road at the same time, the Klan/Nazi caravan assembled.  Eddie Dawson radioed the caravan from the lead car: “KKK, everything OK.”

So, to summarize: This is at 11:00am, [the time] which we had publicized for a month that we would begin to assemble. Three actions were happening under the direction of the command of the Greensboro Police Department:

1. Cooper and police detectives continued to monitor the formation of an armed caravan, and continued to report that to the office.

2.  Tactical squads, responsible for protecting demonstrators, were sent to lunch, pulling them from any kind of protection.

3.  Officers on other duties in Morningside, near where the marchers assembled, were pulled out of the neighborhood, as they watched an armed caravan assembling.

Nobody.  Nobody ever told us anything, even though the FBI, ...I haven’t even mentioned the Bureau of Alcohol and Firearms agent was part of these discussions with the North Carolina Nazis..., all the people who were in command and knew Dawson and gave Dawson the police permit.  Nobody told us what was happening.  So we innocently assumed police protection while it is systematically being withdrawn. And we’re not even informed. You know, so we....It’s just....OK.

Now it’s 11:06:

Officer Cooper radios into the department: “OK, you got eight vehicles parked and loaded on the ramp down from where we went this morning.  They’re on the ramp of [Interstate]85 and [Route] 220.  Looks like about 30 or 35 people, maybe not that many, in the vehicles.  So, we’re gonna stand by here and kinda monitor them, see what they do.”  Right then Nazi Jack Fowler drove the blue Ford Fairlane, which was the arsenal car. ( You can see it in the video... calmly taking the big guns out.)  He drives up and takes the big guns out.  Eddie Dawson positioned the Fairlane at the rear of the caravan.

11:13am:

Officer Cooper radioed to the Greensboro police department: “We’re rolling now, headed in that direction from this location.  There’s a total of 9 vehicles.”  So, he’s acknowledging that arsenal car.

11:16am:

Officer Cooper radioed: “On [Route] 29 now, approaching Florida Street.”

11:19am:

Officer Cooper: “Turning on Willow Road.”  Then they turn onto Everitt Street. No police were at Carver and Everitt to protect the demonstrators and the community from the fusillade. No one acted to defend or even inform us. The tactical squads ate lunch; the Greensboro police  never called them to the scene.  Two officers-- including the one, I believe, who was sitting here-- they responded when they heard  shots fired.  They heard over the police radio,  independently, not being ordered. Independently they heard that the caravan was approaching and that shots were fired.  That’s how they decided to go to Morningside.

November 3 shocked me. I could not believe it.  I have spent the last 25 years since then trying to find out what happened and why.  It motivated me to go to graduate school, to become a professor, to study political science, to research violence and politics, and to write books on politics and violence. 

My most profound conclusion is that the Greensboro Massacre happened because of police behavior. There are lots of unanswered questions about other government agencies and officials, on the federal, state and local level. And I do not frankly think the police could have acted in isolation of other government officials.  But regardless of whether these questions will ever be answered, there is no doubt [about] the police of Greensboro, their outrageous behavior–the illegal, criminal acts of the police commanders in making these decisions which allowed, enabled this massacre to happen. And, you know, I just have to ask, where are...we know patrol officers are here–but I think commanding officers owe it to Greensboro to come here, owe it to this commission to share what they know about it..

_______

Now I also want to share that I have had criticisms of the Communist Worker’s Party. I was a member of it.  I was a local leader in it.  We did make mistakes.  They are detailed in my book Through Survivors’ Eyes.  I was, for example, very frightened by our confrontation with the Klan at China Grove.  I raised this with Jerry Tung, the national CWP leader, and I didn’t like the way he responded to my concerns.  I also had differences with local leaders, particularly with Paul Bermanzohn,  my husband.  We did have arguments about this.  That’s the truth.  I also disagreed with the decision to change the name of our organization from Workers Viewpoint Organization to Communist Works Party. And that change took place just two weeks before November 3, 1979.  I had been the WVO’s Southern Regional Secretary, the administrative person in communication with the leadership in New York.  I’d been that for about 8 months.  And two weeks before the massacre, when we changed the name to the Communist Workers Party,  I was replaced by Jim [Wallis], who was killed two weeks later.

And frankly, on the morning of November 3, my mind was more on family matters than on the anti-Klan campaign.  I had a two-year-old child, and I had just found out that I was pregnant with Paul’s and my second daughter.  However, none of my disagreements or my particular state of mind caused the massacre.  I thought having the march and conference, about the Ku Klux Klan, with a police permit, was a good idea.  It’s the kind of legal political action that we’d been doing for a long time, and that I thought we should do and have continued to do ever since.  I thought we should do it.  Throughout our preparations for November 3 we always assumed police protection.  We thought the police might harass us, but we always assumed they’d protect us.  For example, the night before November 3, in Durham, where we lived, I told people to bring their children to the demonstration.

_______

Because there have been so many questions about the trial, why we didn’t testify, I wanted to speak on that.  That’s my last comment.  OK.  Judge Long testified today that we didn’t testify, and he seemed to think that was a major reason that no Klan or Nazis were found guilty.  There was so much evidence.  I think Floris mentioned that–so much evidence and videotapes, and you would think they could have convicted them.  It was a hard decision for us to make because we wanted justice; we wanted people to be punished. And also, if you don’t testify, you can get thrown in prison or [found] in contempt of court.  But there were reasons why we decided not to testify.  And I think Floris’s summary that we really felt besieged, felt under attack by the very people who were asking us–wanting us to testify....  We wondered, “Are you trying to get us to testify to punish us, or to punish the Klan and Nazi murderers?”

So I want to speak to four reasons why we didn’t testify.  They go all the way back to just within one month after the Klan/Nazi murders. 

1. The District Attorney started talking about the trial of the Klan and Nazis.  The DA, Michael Schlosser ( I am really disappointed he decided not to testify and I hope he changes his mind)....  On December 9, 1979, he held a press conference and told the Greensboro Daily News, he said “I fought in Vietnam, and you know who my adversaries were there.” He referred to a letter to the Daily News, that most people in Greensboro “feel that the communists got what one recent letter to the editor called ‘about what they deserved.’” So, Michael Schlosser, the DA, who is supposed to be prosecuting the Klan and Nazis, is talking about how he hates communists.  How we’re like his enemies in Vietnam. How he thinks, how the community thinks they got what they deserved.  And that’s what he thinks, too.  That’s not exactly encouraging: that this is the man prosecuting on our behalf, on the public’s behalf, against these murderers. 

2.  Then, his office, in the jury selection.... (And I was disappointed, that the juries...I mean, people did ask questions about the jury selection, but Judge Long was able to not really grapple with the jury selection. Jury selection is contentious.) Judge Long talked about...Judge Long mentioned the law allowed all these exclusions of people...the jurors.  You expect in this kind of situation that the Klan’s and Nazis’ defense lawyers try to eliminate liberal white jurors and jurors of color/black jurors..., but you would expect the prosecution to eliminate racist jurors, or anti-communist jurors.  Instead, the DA’s office did the opposite. Schlosser’s prosecution team asked prospective jurors if they could be fair given that: “the victims were communists, who stood for everything we despise in this country.” They allowed very biased jurors to be seated. It wasn’t just that they were white; it was that they were extremely biased, racist, anti-communist, racist, pro-Klan and pro-Nazi.  For example: There was a woman who said that she did not think the Klan and Nazi defendants were guilty and she did not like communists.  The prosecutors allowed her. There was a man who grew up next door to a Klan leader...his neighbor.  And a man who said he believed that it was less of a crime to kill a communist than anyone else. (The prosecutors allowed him to be part of the pool, though he was not seated on the jury for other reasons, not for the fact that it was less a crime to kill a communist....)  And a Cuban American has been mentioned today, who was very anti-Communist, and who also thought that the KKK was a patriotic organization and the Nazis were very patriotic.  He is the man who became the jury foreman. These were right wing jurors.

3.  The witness list published by the DA had 273 people.  And it left off government officials who were involved in the murders, like Eddie Dawson–Klansman, police informant, and previous FBI informant--who was involved up to his teeth, leading the caravan...who urged them to join the Klan to be part of the November 3 action.  And Bernard Butkovich, ATF agent in the NC Nazis, who was exposed in the papers by Martha Woodall, while the jury selection was going on, and who urged the NC Nazis to be part of this November 3 action.  And FBI agents that Dawson had talked to, who knew about the attack before it happened. Yet the list included CWP leaders who did not live in North Carolina, who were not anywhere near North Carolina on November 3.  So, was it strange that it felt like they were after us?  Not trying to prosecute the Klan and Nazis on our and the public’s behalf, it really looked like they were out to get us.

4.  The final reason, that actually weighed the biggest on us, was that the DA’s office had indictments on six of our people, coming out of that demonstration, including Nelson Johnson.  They were facing felony riot charges and twenty-year sentences..  The plan was to try us right after they finished with the Klan and Nazi trial.  When the trial began, on August 4, 1980, Nelson Johnson was in prison under $115,000 bond, and the highest bond for the Klan murderers through this whole thing was $52,000.  Who were they trying to get?

In summary, we had no confidence that this would be a fair trial.  We thought in fact that we could lose, by being put on the witness stand. Everything that had been going on for nine months, by the cops, the courts, and the political leaders pointed to blaming us for November 3.  You have to trust the legal process to participate in it.

_______

OK.  So I will just finish.  Sorry I am long-winded.  I want to thank the Greensboro Truth and Reconciliation Commissioners.  I think this is a courageous and very difficult process.  TRC’s around the world are very important to building the peace.  I believe that too often those who are in power will brutalize people if they think they can get away with it.  It’s true not only for individual criminals like murderers or wife beaters or violent racists, but it’s also, unfortunately, true for governments and their law enforcement as well. By enabling the victims of violent repression to speak out, and by looking at all sides of a controversial issue, Truth and Reconciliation Commissions can expose lies that cover up the truth. And  this helps put government on notice that they cannot get away with repressing their critics. 

Thank you.  I’ll be happy to answer any questions.

______

[applause]

Pat: Thank you for your very thorough statement...  Can you tell us a little bit about the security discussion prior to the march, specifically about the police requirement not to bring weapons?

SB: When Nelson Johnson applied for the police parade permit, he gave all the information about our march.  When he got it back, saying they would give us the permit but, part of it, that we were not allowed to carry any weapons, we were surprised.  Since that time, apparently, this is the only parade permit in North Carolina history that has that has that stipulation on it....  It is unusual.  This is North Carolina.  People have weapons.  So we were like OK.  What does that mean?  It means if anyone has a gun, they could get arrested by the police.  It never occurred to us....  In retrospect, it looks like they tried to disarm us.  It fits in with some of these other things. The way we grappled with it, we didn’t want people to get arrested, so people should not bring guns.  There were a few people, actually people from out of, further away than, Greensboro and Durham, who maybe had not been told, maybe 3 people who had small handguns.  Everyone else was unarmed. 

Pat: You talked about some differences of opinions with CWP leadership, even your own husband. Can you explain that–your reservations at that time?

SB: I think I was not comfortable.  I liked being a union organizer. I liked change.  I was a product of the 60's.  I thought fundamental change, which I saw as revolution, was really important. I didn’t really like...I thought we could learn from other countries that had had communist revolutions or communist parties, that we could learn from that.  I wasn’t....I didn’t like to be called communist–having our name become the Communist Workers Party. That was a big difference that I had with people.    I just, I just sort of, kind of, was really into having children at that point.  I was sort of withdrawing from being as active as I had been.

Pat: Can you say a little bit more about the impact, the pressures, afterwards, and what that meant to you personally?

SB: Oh land; Paul was shot in the head and the arm.  Really, we didn’t think he would live.  Fortunately, the ambulance...he was taken to a Greensboro hospital and fortunately there was a really, really, excellent surgeon who did 5 hours of brain surgery that afternoon.  He survived.  There he is.  But he was completely crippled.  He is still paralyzed on his left side.  He had to relearn how to walk–months in rehabilitation.  At that point I was pregnant with our second daughter, had a two-year old.  I was not working.  Paul was our only working member of the family. He was working two part-time jobs with no benefits. We had no money. All of a sudden we had no benefits, no income.  Paul was really sick.  It was really tough.  We moved up to New York about nine months later, after I had the baby, because–honestly–because it was just like living in a fish bowl here.  Most people were friendly to us and supportive, but we didn’t know who might try to finish the job. It was horrible. We moved to New York, where everybody can be anonymous.  We rebuilt our family and ourselves. Here we are, 25 years later.

Pat: Other commissioners have questions?

Bob: Were you or your legal counsel offered any immunity if you testified at the first trial?

SB: I’m glad you asked that question.  I was never approached at all about testifying.  No, not at all.  At no point. That was a really important part of this problem.  This disconnect.  There was nothing the DA’s office did to reach out to us, to in any way involve us on a human level.  It was all “You’re a communist.  You’re my enemy.”  I was never approached in any way.  

Bob: One last quick question. Did prosecution pass any African American onto the jury?

SB: I do not believe so. Someone could research, to be sure, but I don’t think so.

Barbara: No one has mentioned the funeral march.  Were you there? Could you tell us about that.  Were there police there?

SB: Oh, boy.  There were police, national guard; there were probably more law enforcement than there were demonstrators.  It was eight days after the murders, and we wanted, it was a really hard thing, and I felt at that time....I left Paul.  Paul was still in the hospital, still in critical condition. I thought I might not come back.  I felt like all of us took our lives in our hands.  We had to be strong.  Make a statement.  We were not going to cower.  It actually was good, especially for me, because I had been withdrawing.  I felt good marching there, to bury our dead.

Muktha: You talked about action plans.  As far as violence, what action plans you had, and I would like you to address it from two different positions: 1) Armed self defense that CWP talked about.  And 2) another one, which is broadly out there in the community, the violent overthrow of the government.  From both of those, what kind of action plans you had...were they in concrete.. Could you explain that?  And include your research.  Were there communist groups that had engaged in that?











SB: That is a hard question.  We were, we saw ourselves as communists. And that came out of being...our experience as anti-war demonstrators in the 60's.  I know that I was struck by, struck by the national liberation struggles going around the world: Africa, Asia.  And I was impressed that there could be an organization, as the country was falling apart, that could try to organize people to rebuild something.  That is how I saw the communist party.  This was in the 70's.  It was a pretty distant and romantic idea.  I didn’t have any concrete idea about that in terms of practical matter.  None of us did, or speaking for myself, I didn’t.  I think that one of the problems I was grappling with is...well, basically we saw the US as being where you took political offense: that means nonviolent political actions, demonstrations, campaigns, union drives, that kind of thing.  The question of armed self defense, which was something that... was self defense strategy, we upheld the right of people to defend themselves.  I have been doing research on this since the massacre.  There is a long tradition in the south as well as in many countries, as well as all over our country....We upheld that.  The problem, mistake, is that we upheld it more rhetorically than as a practical matter.  I think that is real tricky thing in this country.  If you talk about self defense, armed self defense, it sort of gets the police coming after you.  There’s a lot of repression around that...like the Black Panthers. Who were trying to talk about that... demonstrate that.  So as a practical matter we were talking about the big picture, looking at global this and that historically, looking way into the future.  It was not an action plan.  We were talking, and would like to have been more consciously able to defend ourselves. But clearly, from what you can see, November 3, police said don’t bring weapons, and we didn’t bring them. Except for a couple of people.  The whole thing is, if you can’t count on police or law enforcement, for legal demonstrations, people are sunk.  It is a disaster.  In other countries and here.  We counted on the police.  We had no concrete practical experience of anything else.

Pat: Thank you very much. We appreciate it.

